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Research in Medieval and Early Modern Culture and its sister series of 
edited collections, Studies in Medieval and Early Modern Culture, were 
originally inspired by themes drawn from the annual International Congress 
on Medieval studies at Kalamazoo and provide a home for high-quality 
research in the humanities. Our authors address topics from the late antique, 
medieval, and early modern periods, using literary, historical, and material 
sources. Books in these series employ innovative and interdisciplinary 
approaches to explore what it has meant to be human through the ages. 
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“This is an ambitious, engaged and erudite incursion into orientalism and 
related matters. It will add to critical debate in various fi elds, ranging from 
historiography to literary criticism.” 
(Dr. Tabish Khair, novelist, associate professor, Aarhus University, Denmark)
Travel narratives and historical works shaped the perception of Muslims 
and the East in the Victorian and post-Victorian periods. Analyzing the 
discourses on Muslims which originated in the European Middle Ages, the 
fi rst part of the book discusses the troubled legacy of the encounters between 
the East and the West and locates the nineteenth-century texts concerning 
the Saracens and their lands in the liminal space between history and fi ction. 
Drawing on the nineteenth-century models, the second part of the book 
looks at fi ctional and non-fi ctional works of the late twentieth and early 
twenty-fi rst century which re-established the “Oriental obsession,” stimu-
lating dread and resentment, and even more strongly setting the Civilized 
West against the Barbaric East. Here medieval metaphorical enemies of 
Mankind – the World, the Flesh and the Devil – reappear in different 
contexts: the world of immigration, of white women desiring Muslim men, 
and the present-day “freedom fi ghters.”
www.degruyter.com








































Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Readings of the Medieval Orient
Research in Medieval
and Early Modern Culture XXXII
Studies in Medieval










Library of Congress Control Number: 2021948062
Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie;
detailed bibliographic data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de.
© 2021 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston
Cover image: Aleksander Laszenko (1883–1944). Brama w Sidibel Abbes [The Gate in Sidibel
Abbes], color woodcut, 1932. From the author’s own collection; 17th-c. Turkish brass plate.
From the author’s own collection; Translation into Arabic: Dr. Filip Andrzej Jakubowski;
Preparatory cover version: Mr. Jakub Grabowski
Typesetting: Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd.
Printing and binding: CPI books GmbH, Leck
www.degruyter.com
For Jacek, forever and beyond
and for my friends who were with me through thick and thin






“For so in Travailing in One Country he shall sucke the Experience of
many.” Reading the Orient in Nineteenth-Century Travel Narratives and
Historical Works 3
Chapter 1
From Oriental to Orientalist: Contact and Conflict in Culture
and Literature 13
Chapter 2
Al-Ifranij among the Believers, or the Victorian Quest Romance(d) 37
Chapter 3
Under Western Eyes: The Discourses of/on History 85
Part 2
Introduction
“The dark reservoir of hurt and hate” in Contemporary Literature in
English 121
Chapter 4
Dar Al-Hijira, or the World Of Immigration 133
Chapter 5
Arabian (K)nights: On Terrorists and Tyrants 151
Chapter 6
Through the Looking Glass: Ajanabee in Arabia 181
Conclusion 213
Bibliography 221
Index of Names and Terms 233
XXVIII Contents
